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ESSAY for UNION. 


WHEREIN 


Are humbly tender'd ſome Pro- 


fals in order to a Nearer 
Union amonglt thoſe of Diffe- 
rent Judgments. 


Hoſe who have appeared ſtudious of reformation in 
theſe Nations, have been unhappily ſubdivided into 
three Forms or Parties, Commonly known by the 
names of Prebyterians, _— and Ant-pade- 

Baptiſts. Under each of which there be who are judged by . 
thoſe that differ from them, to be truly Godly, and to have the 
root of the marter in them, as holding Chriſt the Head under theſe 
various Forms. Who being not yet united into one mind and 
Judgment, by conviftion error and miſtake in thoſe things 
An where 
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wherein they differ, which nevertheleſs as we have ſeen throngh 
the Free-Grace of Chriſt, ſome inſtances of already, ſo we ma 
hope for in ſore further meaſure, when thoſe better times ſhall 
come, whereof the Lord hath ſaid that he will give his People owe 
heart, and ine way * Mean while it may not be amiſs, to try how 
near We ca come together, ſuppoſing each party to remain uncon- 
vinced of any crror in their way. 

Now in order to this end it will be requilite ro Conlider concer- 
ning theſe three Judgments. 

Fr how tar they agree. And then, 

White they Liffer And then, 

To make ſome propoſals in order to ſome nearer and cloſer Union 
amongſt them. Unto which Merhod we are led not out of any 
deſire or delight to revive the mention of our difterences, which we 
could wiſh had been prevented,or could now be burycd in everlaſt- 
ing lilence and oblivion: But becauſe they are fo publick that they 
cannot be hid, and becauſe we are perſuaded that a great part of 
our divifons hath ariſen from miſunderſtandings of one another, 
and we cannot well proceed, or not with any great clearneſs and 
evidence of light, but rather as men groping in the dark to pro- 
pound means and ways of Union, nor can we pals any juſt and well 
grounded Judgment upon what is propounded,it we do not in ſome 
meaſure underſtand and rightly apprehend the true State of the 
Controverſies ; therefore let us conſider ane another ro provoke un- 
to Love and to good Works. 


The Agreements. 


Firſt Then, for the Agreements, they may be referred to four 
General Heads. 

Firſt, We do agree in the Fundamentals of Doctrine, in the 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, as alſo in the Rules of a Chriſtian 
Life; that this is fo doth appear as by other Evidenecz,ſo by Com- 
paring cegernce the ſeveral Confeſſions of Faith. That of the 
Aſſembly of Divines at Weftmmfter was approved and accepted in 
the ſame words both by the Church of Sca/and in the year 1647. 
And fo far as concerns matters of Faith or Dodtrine, by the Chur- 
ches of New-England allo, as they have declared in the Preface to 

their 
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Publiſhed in the Year 1648. As ab 
ſo by the great Parliament of England, in the ſame Year 1648. 

finally by the Congregational Churches in England in their 


_— at the Savoy Anno 1658. And the Confeſſion of 
t Chika the oy wie = inLondonwPublſhed (corciter) 
1650, Though not in the fame Form of Words, yet uporr peru- 


ſal of it, we cannot fay there is any fundamental difference a 
ring as to the ſubſtance of the matter of Doctrinegheld forth _— 


their Platform of Diſcipline 


in. 

If any objection be made concerning any particular Perſons, as 
ro fundamental unſoundnets and Corruption of Judgment, or looſ- 
neſs and unholinels of Converſation. "The Anſwer 1s, that there be 
ſome, yea, we hope many under each of theſe denominations, unto 
whom God 'of his Grace hath given the Spirit of a ſound mind, 
and a Converſation adorning s Doctrine of God our Saviour. 
Bur men of Corrupt minds not holding the Head, but holding 
damnable Herchics = are Devoratoria [alutis, are not included nor 
intended in theſe Propoſals, no more than men of prophane lives. 
If there be any Perſons or Socicties either under thele or avy other 
Forms or ways of profeſſion whatſoever, who do not agree in the 
fundamentals of the Chriſtian Faith, or do not live Chriſtian lives, 
doubtlets the Lord doth not call his People to unite with ſuch, bur 
to bear witneſs againſt them. 


2. "This agreement in Faith and Holineſs infers and carries + 
long with it all the Duties of Charity and Chriſtian Love,as Sym- 
pathy and Compaſſion towards the Saints in all their Sufferings and 
Afﬀiictions, to relieve their wants and ftreights, &c. duties to be 
performed towards all, even to Enemies and the worſt of men, 
when their neceſſities call for it, but more efp<cruily rowards the 
Houſhold of Faith, even to all the Saints, though d.fiering, though 
erring in ſome leſſer thing. Hither belongs a candid conſtruction of 
all their aCtions and notions, interpreting every thing to the beſt 
lerice, not taking an eſtimate of any whole party of Profeflors 
from lome few inconſiderable Individuals, nor calculating the whole 
trom the perſonal miſcarriages of ſome, bearing with the infirmities 

of the weak, forbearing and avoiding unbrotherly and provokin 
terms and words, with many other things ob. the like nature, l 
k which 
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Love. 


. As to the matters of God's Worſkip: There is an Agreement 
fo A as concerns the main Acts of natural Worſhip in the hrſt 
Commandment viz. Prayer, Preaching, and ing the Word, 
as alſo in the ſpecial rimeof publick Worſhip, the Chriſtian S«b- 
bath, for we all obſerve that day, and there 1s no ſcruple made of 
joyning together in Prayer and Preaching, and hearing one ano» 
ther, which accordingly is ordinarily pratiſed a us in this 
City. Which as itis ſomefurther. towards Love and Union, 
ſo we have cauſe alſo roacknowledge it to the Lord, as a confidera- 
ble Advance and mcreaſe of Light ſhinmg forth upon us in theſe 

ent times, for it was a thing much ſcrupled in the former Age 

ore Be Reformation by ſome whoſe Name _ Set hath 
difa » being worn out by the further progreſs of the Li 
and Work of Ch amongſt be. o 


4. As to matters of Inſtirution and Church-Worihip, in the 
Second Commandment, here indeed it is that the difference lies, 
but yet there be ſome General Agreements even here alfo, at leaſt in 
the Fundamentals of Worſhip. Inſtance may be given in Four 
Uniting Principles ſufficient for a ſafe and well grounded Union. 


1. Weall agreethat the Scripture 1s the Rule as in all other 
matters of Faith and Life,fo likewiſe in the matters of God's Wor- 
ſhip. 


2. That the Lord hath appointed a Miniſtery in his Church, 
who are bound by their Ofhce to Preach the Word, and to ad- 
miniſter the Seals and Cenfures in his name. 


That the Lord's Supper ought not to be adminiftred promiſcu- 

| ouſly unto all,but © All Ignorant and ungodly Per- 

| _ * ſons, as they are unfit ro enjoy Communion with 
the Lard's Sup- © Chriſt, ſo they are unworthy of the Lord's Ta- 


, propos. 4. *© ble, and cannot without ſin againſt him, 
_ x « whifft they remain fach, partake — 
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| yo be admitted chereunto : hes mo 
i evidence » that both Pre:byterions and Independents 
fit ro inſert it, in their Confetlion of Faith. And it is con» 
SES Cube Cutnihed Saines, Yea 
the Epiſcopal Party wieneds to it: * For ; 
they do affirm that the Vilible Church is aCon- SF the 39 Arti» 
« on of Faithful Men (therefore not of 7; 
« debauched Perſons) where the Word of Chrilt is duely Preached, 
% and the Sacraments be right! nw 1 And at the ordination 
of Miniſters require a promile of them to 
die grnny © 4 of Chriſt And if it be re- bis hg from of 
ired what this Diſcipline is, they thus expreſs Moaca Boe 
ir notion of it. « In the primitive Church (fay 
« they,) there was « godly Diſcipline, that at the 
fon -Oxang Lemt,. ſuch perſons as were noto- | wn Þ Lon 
, yer, ommit- 
« rious hnners, were to open pennance and ,,, againft fin- 


—_— in this World that their Souls might . ners. 

* be ſaved in the day of the Lord; and rhiat os 

* thers admoniſhed by their example might be the more afraid to 
© offend. In the ſtead whereof, until the ſai Diſcipline may be reſto 
* red again, ( which thi rar pony ares mat rs + 
* that in your preſence be read the General Sentences of God's 
nets Cnc. and that ye thould anſwer to 

Senrence, Amen. 


et further order Miniſters thus to at in 

the admiſſion ors man to the Lord's Supper. nomad, 4 
* If any (fay they) be an open and notorious © OE 

* evil Liver, fo that the Congregation by him is offended, or have 
% done wrong to hs Neighbours by word or deed, the Curaze 
« having knowledge. thereof, ſhall call him and advertiſe him in 
* any wile not to preſume to come to the Lord's Table, until he 
« have openly hiruſelf ro have truly repemed and amended 
*his former naughty lite, that the Congregation may ther eby-be 
* faruhed, which afore were offended.” The fame order cheCurate 
* uſe with thoſe berwixt whom he perceiveth malice and hatred 
« On ering tha 6s be partakers of the Lord's Table 
© until be know them to be reconciled.” The Miniſter ought to admit 
* the penutent Perſon to the Holy Communion, and not him that is 
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ebſtinate. Thus , thus expreſly do even-Epiſcopal men own 
—_— —— 


4 There is this further Agreement,that the Ceremonies and other 
Epiſcopal Inventions in the worſhip of God are finful and unlawful, 
Upon this Account, and in the Teſtimony of this truth,it is that we 
are all fellow ſufferers and Brethren in Affliction at this day, under 
the Prelates who by their violence againſt us for the Truth and 
Teſtimony of theſe times, as well as by their Compliance with 
Rome and other evils, but chiefly by their Afſiduity, in that good 
work of ſilencing Godly Miniſters and impoling upon tenderC on- 
ſciences, do manifeſtly declare what Intereſt and what Spirit they 
are of, and how uncapable and unwilling to unite with us. 

There may be perſonal Love and Honour, due to ſome Individu- 
als amon | hung, eſpecially ro ſome who lived in former darker 
times the day books out upon them, and were indued with 
another and a better ſpirit than uſually appeareth and looketh out 
in that form, Even the Spirit of a ſound mm4d, and a good life, and 
brotherly love and renderneſs rowards tender Conſciences: There is 
Chriſtian Love and eſteem due to ſuch, as perſonally and individual- 
ly conſidered, and we ſhould be willing and ready to receive and 
unite with them in the Lord. As neither do we judge every Indi- 
vidual in the external Communion of the Church of Rowe: But 
of the whole Bulk and body of them in their preſent Intereſt and 
Conſtitution, as alſo of the form it felt as Complexly conſidered 
with all that is involved in the Bowels of it, there isnot the fare 
Reaſon. 

Bur thus far in theſe four particulars at leaſt, there ſcemeth to be 
a general Concurrence and Conſent the whole reforming 


Party, even inthe matters of inſtituted Worſhip. 


Secondly , And as for thoſe Inquiries, what ſhall then be done 
for Union with ſuch whoſe way of Worſhip doth exclude the 
Scripture and the Miniſtry, and who make promiſcuous adminiftra- 
tions and Superſtitious Ceremonies, the condition of their Com- 
munion, Beſides what hath been already hinted, we ſay further, 

That the Scripture and the Miniſtry are things roo precious to 
be parted with, for Union with any fort of men whatſoever, and 


{ 
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the ſame we muſt needs (ay concerning the Chriſttan Sabbath be- 
fore mentioned. Moreover Communion with Scandalous Perſons, 
and Conformity to the Ceremonies and Superſtitious Vanities, are 
ſuch hard ow of Church Communion as cannot with a fafe 
Conſcience be accepted of. "Therefore we humbly judge that the 
beſt expreſſion of our Love to men of ſuch Principles, and the beſt 
way and means for Union with them is this, ro labour to reduce 
them and bring them oft from the error of their way, and the ra- 
ther, for that it is attended and accompanied ufually with loofſnefs 
and prophanneſs, which whiPſt they do perſift and continue in, and 
that in a day of fo cicar Goſpel Light, and Liberty, as through 
Grace theſe Nations have injoyed, 1t may well become all the People 
of God toſay, O my Soul! come not thow mto their ſecret, and mnto 
therr Aﬀembh, my glory be not thow wnited. 

We have therefore omitted in this Efſay for Union amongſt thoſe 
People of God, all ſuch dead and blaſted forms, out of which God 
1s gone, and which are but ſtreams and rivulers as it were of that 
dead Sea, that Sea of Blood the Fiſh whereof dyeth. Rev. $. $, 9. 
and Chap. 16. 3. Not of that Chriſftal Sea. Rev. 4. 6. Lrvely 
Inmages of the Beaſf. Rev. 13. 14, 15. Thoſe names of men, and 
ot of God's appornting.Rev.1 1.1 3.Plants which our Heavanly Father 
never Planted m bis Church:Mat. 15.13. And which therefore in 
times and places of Retormation have been plucke up, and caſt 
forth,to the rejoycing of the upright in heart. | 

Thus much tor the Agreements amongſt the Reforming Partics. 


"The Differences. 


Now for the matters in Difterence, we mean ſtil amongſt thoſe 
that ſeem to have their faces Sin ward, and to be ſRtudious of Re 
formation. Truely to conſider what they are, may even make us 
aſhamed of our divitions, that ever fo great oftences and diltances in 
affection ſhould arite trom fo ſmall ditterences in opinion. 

And Firſt, berween the Prerbyterians, and Ind; pendent s, 

There be fome Controverhics ſprung up between them ot fuch 
a nature, as we do not judge it neceſſary to the prevent purpole, and 
ſcope of this paper largely to infiſt thereon. Whereot we may 
inſtance in three {ortz, or kinds of Queſtions. 
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1. Thoſe which ſeem to be rather Speculative, and m Logical 
terms than practical, which, unleſs Satan and Corruption have the 
managing of them, are not likely much to obſtruft or ſtand in the 
way of this ſo much deſired Union. As, for inftance, that acute 
Queſtion concerning the Univerſal Vitible Church, which though 
the right notion of it gives a light and influence into the whole 
buſincls of Church Dilcipline, and there is fome diſcrepancy 1n the 
notions and apprehenfions of Godly Learned Men about it, yet 
while the denying of the Univerſal Viſible Church, s not impro- 
ved to the denying of Communion of Churches, nor yet the afler- 
ting of it improved tothe denying of particular Churches, fo as to 
_ Godly People [ye among the pots, and live at a loofe end, as 
Lambs m a large place, under no particular Paſtoral charge, under 
no ſpecial overlight and iſpettion for their ſouls : whilſt both 
des do acknowledge both in their judgment and practice, not 
6nly the Univerſal invilible Church, about which there is no Contro- 
verſie, but allo particular Churches, and Communion of Churches, 
not only ſpiritual and myſtical Communion by the fame Spirit of 
Faith and Love, dwelling and working in them all, but alſo Viſible 
Communion in the ordinances and outward difpenfations of his 
Grace, all this may well ſufhce unto brotherly Love and Union. 
"There 15 alſo ſome turther diſpute about this word (Church) about 
the Application of it to a whole Nation. Where Chriſtianity 
hath ovbrained a Civil ſanCtion and eſtabliſhment in the Laws of the 
Land, as in thofe we call Chriſtian States or Kingdoms, bur if fuch 
a Kingdom be allied a National Church, the matter is not great, 
if withal it be remembred and acknowledged, that Chriſt hath not 
tyed his Ordinances under the New Teſtament to any one place,as of 
old to the 'Temple,but hath appointed them to be diſpenſed in the 
ſeveral Congregations, and Alemblies of his people. "Theſe and 
other ſuch ike Queſtions, though they may and ought to be enqui- 
red and fcarched into, for every Apex of truth 1s precious, the 
leaſt Fota thereof is not to be deſpiſed, as the very filings and duſt 
of Gold 1s precious, yet being rather in terms ds and not 
ſo directly Praftical, and Theological, as there is no juſt reaſon, fo 
we hope in the Lord there is no great danger, they ſhould diſcom- 
poſe and diſunite the Spirits of Godly learned and ſober men,who 
are atted and influenced by the Spirit and grace of Chriſt in their 
debates and diſquilitions, 2. T hoſe 


- 
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the Judgement of particular Perſons, than of the whole Par- 
. As to give ſome few inſtances of many: Ordination of Pa- 
at and before Election ad Miniſteruom vagum or fone ti- 
tulo, which our Brethren of Scorland, as well as of New- England 
doe not approve, though nevertheleſs they that do, if in all other , 
oy exception, mult be owned and numbred amongſt 
the Lord's faithful Miniſters, becauſe they Miniſter to him and to 
his People in the Goſpel of his Son. Moreover it is granted by 
all that it is no way fit, men ſhould ſend themſelves and run upon 
their own heads into the Miniſtery, but that they go forth unto 
that work by the judgment and encouragement of Godly Faithful 
Miniſters of more ability and experience than themſelves, For 
the Spirus of the Prophets are ſubjett to the Prophets ; who it they 
ſolemnly ſeek the Lord in prayer with them and tor them, there 
can be no hurt in that. And it withal they lay their hands upon 
them, this cannot be matter of much oftence ro any. So that in 
the Iſſue all the difterence remaining as to this point, is not about 
their paſſing through miniſterial Tryal and approbation, but only 
about impowring | ch to Baprize and Adminiſter the Sacraments 
in an unfixed way without any ſpecial relation to a particular flock 
or charge ; for to Preach the Golpel, if they do attend upon that 
work as their particular Calling is generally granted to be lawful, 
and 1s ordinarily prafiifed without oftence,and to the good of Souls, 
by thoſe we call Lefwrers : Hither alſo not impertinently as not 
being the unanimous Judgment of any whole party, may be refer- 
red, the reaſonings which have made fo great a noiſe about Pariſh 
Precintts, which though ſome perhaps Þ reli ouſly obſerve, and 
bind up themſelves unto, yer there be others every form, who 
make no ſcruple to tranſgreſs them. For not only the Independent: 
and the Prerbyterians, but the very Papifts, and Prelate-Proteſt ants 
have thoughe it lawful in the late times to receive thoſe of their 
way from all the Pariſhes round about, who likewiſe have made no 
ſcruple to attend upon their mintry, and Commuricare in the ordi- 
nances with them in their own way, when moſt of the publick 
laces were in other hands, Whereby it may ſeem that no ſort or 
of Chriſtians at this day, in theſe Natwns,dF judge themielves 
neceſſarily involved in Church-Communion by their habitation. 
B 2 
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However a Church, according to the Scripture being a Spiritual 
Body or Society, and the limits being part of the Eflence or Conſti- 
rution of ſuch a Body, that therefore they muſt be Spiritual and of 
the ſame nature,and not meerly humane as,is the divition of Pariſhes 
is a notion which hath ſo great an appearance of Spiritual reaſon, 
that there muſt needs be a great meaſure of brotherly kindneſsand 
indulgence due to ſuch as aft upon it, if in all other things _ 
walk without offence. Hither alſo laſtly may be referred, and 
let them be diſmiſſed and forgotten whatever unbrotherly reproa- 
ches and changes of Schiſme or Antichriſtianiſme, &c. ay hens 
been uſed by fome Poon men of harſh and violent Spirits, but 
not approved by others of the ſame judgment, being men of wiſer 
and cooler Spirits. 


3. A Third fort of Queſtions not to be now infiſted on is, the 
unhappy diflerences that have fallen our abour State-matrers, the 
*efte&ts whereot we feel at this day, which are and muſt be left 
quietly and peaceably with the Lord, and where perhaps we may 
all ſtand in ſome need of pardon and forgiveneſs, not only from 
God, but from one another. But the debate and diſcuſſion of all 
ſuch things, and how to accommodate them, may be waved for the 
preſent, as either not very momentous, or not ſeaſonable, or not 
likely to be much conducing to the preſent ſcope, which is healing 
and reuniting the Spirits of good men. 

We find then the remaining differences which ſeem to require a 
— and more particular conſideration, conliſt chiefly in three 

ings. 


1. That from whence they have their reſpetive denomina- 
tions is about Claſſes and Synods. "The Prerbyterians conceiving as 
it 1s exprefied by the Provincial Aſſembly of 

j0,9% ©'4 Lendon, * That Jeſus Chriſt hath laid down in 
wn 1 * his word a pattern of a Synod, yea of a Juridical 
« Synod conſiſting of Governing Officers of divers Presbyterial 
* Churches. Congregational Men on the 

Me ns Pur, © ©2Atrary hold,chat Jeſus Chriſt hath nor ſubje®t- 
C. 2. "T%, 3, © ed any Church or Congregation of his to any 
* other ſuperior Eccleſaſtical Juriſdiftion than 

unto 
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« yrito that which is within itſelf, fo that if a whole Church or 
« Congregation ſhall err in any matters of Faith or Religion, no 0- 
« ther Church or Spiritual Church Ofhcersphave by any warrant 
« from the Word of God,power to cenſure, puniſh or controul the 
« ſame, but only to Counſel and adviſe them. 

Now that this difference may not appear greater than indeed it is, 
we may do well to conſider the Conceſſions on both fides. 

For Firſt we find that our Brethren of the Presbycery on the one 
ſide grant that a Church in an Iſland, or in a Pa- 
gan Country where it cannot conveniently afloci- hou? uy R 
ate, muſt not be denyed intireneſs of Juriſdiction © TY p_* Th 
within itſelf. The CongregationalBrethren on the 
other ſide grant the lawtulnefs and uſefulneſs of 
Synods in the Church of God, and the accoun- 
tableneſs of particular Congregations thereunto. 
The abſolute unaccountubleneſs whereot they do, even with de- 
teſting expreſſions diſclaim. So that when things are throughly 
examined, all the diflerence remaining as to this head ſeemeth to be * 
only about the beſt way for regulation of Synods. For the Con- 
gregational men would have them to be Elettive and occalional, 
not ſtanding and permanent, and to gono further than the tirſt re- 
move beyond the particular Congregation, bur the ſubordination 
of Synods one unto another in greater and lefſer Aﬀſemblics they 
ſtick at. And towards an erring Church they would not have 
them to put torth a formal act of Cenfure or excommun;cation, but 
only a ſentence of non-Communion, whereby the difterence is re- 
duced to a very narrow point, furely not wide enough to be a juſt 
Cauſe for breach of Love and diſtance of afteCtion amongſt Bre- 
thren. 

Yea ſo near do theſe two Forms come together, and ſo narrow is 
the parting point that ſome of the Presbyterian 
judgment have faid, * They grant that which = Marſh ti”, _ 
« doth. tantamount, and they-ditter but in ſome I. 4 I 

* lefſer things, and this dilagreement (fay they ) 

« ſhall not hinder us from any Chriſtian accord 

« with them in affection. rang 
The Ind ts reciprocally profeſs them» | —_— "mn 

ſelves to be tor © a tender Precbytery. And that 


See the Apolo- 
getical narrart. 


fuch 
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ſuch is that of the Churches in New-England : 
_ ——_ And fo deſirous of Union with their Brethren 
prope Po and ſoloth to differ, that ſome of the firſt who 
have appeared in that cauſe do approve and cloſe 
Mr. R. M. Ans. yi him;they anſwer, in drawing down the dif- 

ro Mr. C. H. My . 
rences to the narroweſt compaſs, and they write 
as do others generally of the ſame Judgment, in a moderate and 

Brotherly ſtile. 


2. There is much Controverſie alſo concerning the oyerir Hm 
'” or firſt ſubjet of the Power of the 

with the ſeveral proportions of power belongi 
reſpectively to the Presbytery, and to the Fraternity. A Sub; 
worthy of deepeſt ſearch, and which accordingly hath exerciſed 
the thoughts and pens of many. But we hope in the Lord that 
this diflerence upon a ſevere Conſideration of it, will not be found 
ſo great, nor ſo difficult to be accommodated as may ſeem : for if 
there be, but a praftical avoidin of the rocks and extreams on 
both hands, both of the Eccleſiaſtical Anarchy and confuſion on 
the one hand, and of wo” re A war. and oppreſſion on the 
other : If the Authority of the ip be ſecured that it be not 
devoured and ſwallowed up, by the Liberty of the Brotherhood, 
nor yet the Liberties of the Brethren by the power of the Elders, 
this 1s the ſubſtance of the matter, and in this we all agree: 

For Firſt it is agreed and granted by the Independents, that Chriſt 
hath pl-ced the _ power in the hands of his Officers only: and 
that the People are not the Rulers, bnt only the Ruled. For to 
make them all Rulers, and the E'ders Cyphers, this is not the order 
of the Goſpel! which ſaith Obey them that have the rule over you,and 
ſubmit your ſelves. Hebrews 1 3. 17. And we beſeech you Brethren 
to know them which labour among you, and are over you m the Lord,and 
admoniſh you ; and eſteem ther wer} bighly m love for their works 
ſake, and be at peace among your jelves. 1 Thel. 5. 12, 13. There- 
fore to caſt aſide the fear and reverence of them and their Authori- 


&wul, KW. 


ty, ad {0 ro give them bur a painted and empty titles, and * 


to 111 ike them Rulers 1n name, but not i ideed, this 1s ſuch a Viola- 
tion vi Gulpel order and caſting off the Yoke of Chriſt, as muſt 


neces break the Churches peace, and open a gap to all contention 
and 


% 
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(13) 
and confulion. Any fuch exorbitant Independency of Carnal 
Liberty,and contentious confulion, our Brethren of the Congr 
tonal way, do either plead for, nor practiſe, but diſavow and Cif- 
claim. 

And yet withal Secondly, it is agreed and granted by the Prem 
byterians, that the People are not to behave theruſel ves as mere idle 
ſpectators, and perſons altogether unconcerned in Church matters, 
but that they ought ſome way to Concur and conſent at leaſt in mat- 
ters of chiet weight and moment, as in the conſtituting of Othcers, 
and in the receiving and ejecting of members, and conſequently 
that they are to be acquainted with fuch tranſactions, to the end 
that if they have any thing to object or alledge, they may bring ir 
in to the Elders to judge thereof. "Thus m—_ is granted and pra- 
Qtiſed amongſt our Brethren of the Presbytery. So that it both 
theſe be pur together, it will appear that here is ſome good mea- 
ſure of practical Agreements, for which we are to bleſs God and to 
pray, that it may be further improved, though there may be ſume 
notional diflerence. 

He that ſhall peruſe and compare together Mr. Cotten of News 
England, his "Treatiſe of the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
Mr. Gillarpy of Scotland, his diſpute ag amſt Engliſh Popiſh Cereme- 
mes, will hind them both of one heart and mind, as to this ſignal 
inſtance of the Peoples power and priviledge, wiz. the Right they 
have to Elect and chooſe their own IMMinilters. And it a Truth 
ſo clearly afſerted in the Scriptures of "Truth, for they chooſe Dea» 
cons, Atts 6. And inthe choice of an Apoſtle they went very far, 
Als 1. 23. And they choſe Elders by fuffrage in every Church, 
Atts 14 273. erommerTrs cum per [uffragia creaſſent. keza, And 
it is ſo abundantly and ſo conſtantly witnefled by the Saints and 
Martyrs, and by all our Proteſtant Divines againſt the Papifts, and 
by our Brethren and Fathers, the oid Puritan Non-confermiſts in all 
their Books and writings againſt the Prelaces, and ſealed with their 
manifold and faithful ſufterings,that now in this height of Goſpel 
light to relinquiſh ir, would be a very retrograde motion in the 
work of Reformation, and bring the Sun as it were Ten degrees 
backward. And it any ſhall require and infit upon the relin- 
quiſhment of it, we muſt ingeniouſly confeſs unto them, that we 
are loth to purchaſe our Unioa with them at fuch a Price, We 

malt 
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muſt confeſs it upon his Account, who hath purchaſed the Liberties 
of his people with his own blood, and whoſe Royal Authority, and 
whoſe inhnite wiſdom hath thought fit to ordain mn his laſt Will and 
Teſtament;therefore thePeople may not,muſt not be utterly excluded, 
we cannot,we dare not yield thercunto,howſoever their Concurrence 
may be manifeſted and expreſſed, whether by lifting up of handg,or 
by ſilence, or by other ways of voting, either more explicitely, or 
more implicitely, according to the various Circumſtances, of Per- 
, ſons, Places and "Times, which may admit of ſome varicty, and ſo 
far as the Rule admits of any Latitude,we would not be roo ſevere 
and narrow. In the teſtimony before quoted our of the 39 Arti- 
cles, and the Book of Common Prayer, which are owned and ſub- 
ſcribed even by the Epiſcopal men, and by all the Canforming 
Clergy, there is reiterated and expreſs mention of the Congrega- 
tion as intereſted and concerned inChurchAfairs,both in heSeulln 
of Impenitent Sinners, as Perſons by whom the Congregation 5 of 
fended, and in the open declaration of their repentance, that /o the 
Congreg ation may thereby be [atisfied, and they rezdmted. 

From all that hath been faid as w this head, we hope,we may 
come to ths reſult, that if we could but underſtand one another, 
there needsno further expedient, for the compoſing and reconciling 
of this Comroverl:c. p 


4s. 


a. i. Duc—m Ss 


2. "There is alſo ſome difterence about the ſubject of Baptiſm, 
and the extent as to the external diſpenſation of the Covenant of 
Grace ſcaled by it. "The Presbyterians conceiving that at belongeth 
to all that protels the Proteſtant Chriſtian Religion, and to their 
Children, The Independents reſtraining it only, ro ſuch Parents as 
beſides their protetiion of the Chriſtian Faith walk without offence, 
and fo are judged worthy of the Lords Supper, and to their-Chil- 
dren. Thc amuwrpado baptiſt; reſtraining it, yet further to the Ex- 
clubon of all Intants, as trom the Covenant, fo likewiſe from the 
Seal thereof, as belonging in their judgments, only to perſons grown 
up to years of diſcretion upon their own perſonal profeſſion of rhe 
Faith.And indeed this difterence though not ſo much debated and 
written of a*the former about Claſſical fubordinations and Church 
Power, yer being a matter of daily practice, doth incur more into p 
the obſervation ang underitandings of the Common People. The i 

Ciltance 
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meaſure underſtood. Bur yer in the help of Chriſt, let us try 
bow near they may be brought together, reducing the differences 
to the narroweſt point we can. 


Firſt Then, they that are counted largeſt, are not for Baptiſinal 
adminiſtrations abſolutely Univerſal, bur they require a profetſion of 
the true Chriſtian Faith at leaſt. Moreover the Independents, 
who are counted ſomewhat narrow in this matter, yet _—_ P 
monopolize and impropriate Baptiſm to themſelves, as though it 
belongedonly ro thoſe of ri : Bur they do profeſs and at 
firm, thar if the Parents be fuch hearts God hath touched, 
t they walk not with us, if they be by other Saints and 
Mm with whom they walk, Jud Godly, and found wor- 
thy of the Lord's for themſelves : They do acknowledge 
fuch Parents, under what Form foever, to be worthy alſo of that 
Bleſſed priviledge of Baptiſm for their Children. 

Bur as to the Third opinion, that of the Ant -p.edo-Bapuiſts, here 
indeed hes the difhculty, becauſe ir is thought by many, 
that in the true and unconſtrained Conſequences of it, it draws very 
deep, belide all the Prejudices that have ariſen as to that Forms 
upon other preren{zons and occurrences, that have hapned both at 
worn —owho- many to be here. enumerated. And that it 
s1 a marrer wn in all the Influences 
and Conceraments of EET into at this time, we 


merſt ce rw to our diſſenting Friends, but yet notwitl » 
ſtending we acknowledge alſo our want of light, and ability 
weyince and demonſtrate any of theſe three Jud ts, to be ig 
ts own nature, if Gagly conſidered, and by irſelf, a fundamental 
errour. © Therefore we humbly Judge that it is a duty incumbent 
on us in the Spirit of Goſpel Love to bear with one ancther in it, 
till it = the Father of Lights, out of his Free.Grace and mcr- 
- bu ine in upon us, and upon our differing Brethren with fur- 
ther and more Convicting light. 

But 


But here be ſome other Queſtions concerning this 
Blefled ordinance of Baptiſm, wherein both the other Forms 
fully agree in one and the > FRG 
Anti-pedo-Baptifts. _ And concerning the manner of 

tion which theſe conceive, to be by di 
Confeſs. Anab. ping or plunging the Body under water. The 


prop. 39- Pretbyterians and Independents on the contrary 
hold that, * dipping of the Perſon into the wa- 
Confeſs. Faith * ter is not necellary , bur Baptiſm boy rightly 


Cap. of Bap- © adminiſtred by powring or ſprinkling water 
riſe DrOPOR _ the Perſon. AG the Ad- 
3 miniſtrator, the Anti-pedo-Baprifs that it 

may be done by Diſciples, being men able to 
Confefs. Anab, Preach the Golpel. Burt the Prezbyterians, and 


prop. 31. Independent seggcur that it doth belong peculiarly 
be diſpenſed, but by a Miniſter of the Goſpel lawfully Called. 


- 7 ibn q on with them, as being no Churches; But the 


tiſm. Faith before mentioned, ſo we know ſome of that 
way who dodifown it, and afhrm ny ng 


nion, which as it is a more Scriptural, ſo it is a more Brotherly, and 
a more uniting principle. 

pens Gp —n, ens under dif- 
pute amongſt the three Forms, omitt y ings which 
either ſcem to be of Leſſer Homer, or nor wee afacd op 
any of the three Forms or Parties, as the Judgment of whe w 


Party, orel(e are implyed and included in theſe which bave been 
mentioned. 


Propoſals 


Cap) 


Propoſals. 


And now having ſeen and taken this ſhort ſurvey of the Con- 
troverlies agitated amongſt profeſſors under theſe ſeveral Forms, we 
may with the more clearneſs proceed to conſider, whether there 

__ 05 inane rag and Union than + wa” 

without intrenching upon the different perſuaſions of each 
. Doubtleſs home, Lf en Spirits be not at a greater 
diſtance than our Principles. 


both the Agreements, and the Differences to be truly, 
and rightly as to the main things in this which hath been 
rad as _ mop all that underſtand them will readily acknow- 
Agreements being ſo great and many, and the diffe- 
n——_— da which we he geeped Rn he whales 
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Query. 


Whether Union in (6 many great Truths, which in the 
ight and Grace of Chriſt, and in the Conduct © of his Word 

Spirit we have attained to, be not a ſufficient foundation for 
three things more. 


1. For a mutual owning and giving the right hand of Fellows 
ſhip to each other w rue Churches and Mailer of —_— - 
whom : is grace and preſence doth appear, notw 

». And conſequently to concern our ſelves in the Afﬀairs of one 


C 2 another 
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another, ſo far as to give mutual Advice and Aſſiſtance as occaſion 
may require. 


. To receive the Approved Members of each others Congre- 
aches to occaſion all Communion in the Lords Supper. 


Anſwer. 


We humbly conceive with ſubmiſſion to better Judg- 
ments, that theſe Queries may be anſwered in the Affirmative, And 
that the greatneſs of the —— and the ſmallnefs of the dif- 
ferences before cvinced by tuch a partriculzr Induction,is4 Baſis and 
a ground work frm enough, whereon to demonſtrate not only the 


—_— but the of our Uniting. Whereunto theſe 
lorives beſide many others may perſuade. 


1. It cannot bedenied, bur that ſuch as agree in all thoſe great - 


principles of Truth before mentioned, if alſo their Lives and Con- 
verſations be without offence are viſible Sainrs, or Godly Perſons jn 
the Judgment of rational Chariry. And certainly it 18 the dury of 
Saints to unite and come as near together as can, and to receive 


6ne another, as Chriſt alſo received us to the Glory of God, Ran. 


15. 7. Corrupt Affoctations and mixtures of Pro with Men: 


vilibly wicked and ungodly, the Scripture every where teſtihes 
againſt, But the Perſons of whom we treat, are to humane Jus 
ment, and to outward appearance, Saints, yea, Conteffors and fe 
low-ſufterers in the cauſe of Chriſt, than which there cannot be a 
greater Indearment. 


2. If ever there be a time and ſeaſon for it, wherein the 
Lord calls his peopleto it, to ſtudy Union and lamenting their 
former diſtances and offences, ro ſeek peace and i, ſurely 
it is a+ ſuch a time, when he hath droge then into a ſuffering 
Condition rogether, under the preflures and yoaks of ten wpod 
upon their Conlciences. It is time thento lay aſide rheir tritrtun 
animoſities, and to learn that Golden Rule, Rom. 14. 3- Let not 
bim that eateth, deſpiſe bim which eateth not, and let not bins which 
eaterh not Fudge him that eateth, fer God hath receroved _ A 
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Golden Rule of Chiiſtan Love, the ſenſe whereof may be-thus 
rendred in the Aſpect, it beareth to the diſputations of our Times. 
Let not him that dependeth in the way of Claflical ſubordination, 
xe him that dependeth not,and let not him that dependeth not 
Judge him that dependerh, tor God hath received him. 


. There is no ſelling Truth m— peace. There is no 
ck dead fly in the Ointment. ere 1s no lilencing or ſuppref- 
ſing of any Truth of God by theſe Propoſals, nor any tendenc 

we hope to ſcepticiſm, or perſonal Indifterency in the things of his 
Houſe and Worſhip, whereunto _ principle of tenderneſs 
and moderation towards Brethren ot differing Judgments , hath 
been by ſome either unskilfully, or perverſely miſimproved. Which 
Form foever hath the mind of Chriſt, and the Truth on their (ide, 


" here is nothing doth fo far intrench upon them, but that they may 


freely hold it forth, they may retain and praftiſe that wherein they 
differ, according to their preſent Convidtions, notwithſtanding this 
degree of Union, and fo neither is any truth ſuppretled, nor any 
ones Conſcience impoſed upon. 


4. Yea, if we could thus far unite, as it would conduce through 
the Grace of Chriſt to a further increaſe of Love, {© likewiſe ro 
the further diſcovery and clearing up'of the Truth in thaſe things 
wherein we differ, by vertue of that promile,Phil. 3. 15, 16: If 
in any thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal een this uns 
you, nevertheleſs whereto we have attained, let ws walk by the ſame 
rule, let us mind the [ame things. 


5. It would in ſome meaſure remove that great ſtumbling block 
from before the blind prophane world, who pretend to take of- 
fence at our diviſions, looking upon them in the multiplying Glafles 
of Hhelr own enmity, and ſo accounting every difference 
ia Religion to be a differcat Religion. But who knows how 
Convincing this might be to them, according to the Lord's prayer 
for his Diſciples, Jak. 17. 21, 23. That they all may be one, as 
thou Father art in me and I m thee, that they alſo may be one in us, 
that the world may believe that thow haſt ſent me. Doubtleſs it will 

Convince 
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Grariago th as belong to the Eletion of his Grace, fo 4s to 
Fo them in, and the reſt will be left the more without excuſe. 
ly 


it will rejoice them that Pray for the peace of young 
d be unto him whoſe name 15 called and who 
ah paige us To as _ 


